Childhood bullous pemphigoid associated with IgA antibodies against BP180 or BP230 antigens.
Linear IgA bullous dermatosis (LABD) comprises a heterogeneous group of subepidermal blistering disorders characterized by in situ bound IgA antibodies in epidermal basement membrane. We report three children presenting clinical and immunopathological features characteristic of LABD. By immunoblotting, the three patients' sera contained IgA antibodies that reacted against the bullous pemphigoid (BP) antigen 180 and or BP230, molecular markers for BP. In addition, IgG antibodies directed against the ectodomain of BP180 were detected by an enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay using a eukaryotic recombinant form of BP180. Consistent with recent studies suggesting that the LABD antigen 1, the predominant autoantigen of LABD, is either a proteolytic product of BP180 or an isoform of the BP180 gene, our findings indicate that a subset of children with features of LABD have a distinct form of BP associated with an IgA response.